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The ages of the universe and planet earth have been determined by physically based measurements to be 
~15 billion years and ~4.5 billion years, respectively. However, the idea that the universe and earth could 
be this old is dismissed by some in the Christian church based on their understanding of what the Bible 
teaches. In some Christian circles, belief in a young earth is considered to be a “doctrine to die for”, on 
the same level as the deity of Christ and the inerrancy of Scripture. These convictions took root following 
the Scopes Monkey Trial in 1925 as a reaction against Darwinian evolution, and have been fueled in 
recent decades by the Institute for Creation Research. How reliable are the methods used to establish the 
age of the universe and earth? If these ages are correct, is the apparent conflict with Scripture as stark as 
the Institute for Creation Research makes it out to be? In this lecture, we will: (i) discuss Biblical 
revelation and scientific research as “ways of knowing”, (ii) present an overview of physical dating 
methods, (iii) discuss ways to interpret Scriptures relevant to the history of the universe, and, (iv) present 
some important basics of general relativity which may solve this apparent conflict. 
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